l-Hydroxyimino-l,2,3,4-tetrahydrocarbazoles, a-Acetoxy Imine, Oxazolo(4,5-a)carbazole l-Hydroxyimino-l,2,3,4-tetrahydrocarbazoles, la-e on treatment with acetyl chloride at room temperature afforded the corresponding novel oxazolo(4,5-a)carbazole derivatives 2 a -e respectively.
tails the com pound was assigned the structure 2,9-dimethyloxazolo(4,5-a)carbazole (2 a).
Similarly oxazolo(4,5-a)carbazole derivatives 2b-e were prepared and their structures confirm ed by spectral and elem ental analysis (Scheme 1 and Table I ). 
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0932-0776/95/0200-0280 $06.00 © 1995 Verlag der Zeitschrift für Naturforschung. All rights reserved. perature for 24 h. The contents were poured into cold water and extracted with chloroform (3x15 ml). The combined organic extracts were washed with water and concentrated to a brown viscous liquid. This was purified by passing through a silica gel column and eluting with petro leum eth er-eth y l acetate mixture (2:1) to afford 2 as colourless prism (Table I) .
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A mechanism for the conversion of 1-hydroxyimino-l,2,3,4-tetrahydrocarbazoles 1 to oxazolo-(4,5-a)carbazoles 2 is shown in Scheme 2. In the first step 1 is O-acylated after tautom erization the enamine undergoes a [3, 3] -sigmatropic rearrange ment [16, 17] . A fter another prototropic shift ring closure of the enamine affords 2.
Experimental
General procedure
Acetyl chloride (3 ml excess) was added slowly under ice cooling to 1-hydroxyimino-tetrahydrocarbazole (1, 1 mmol) and stirred at room tem
